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Blunden, Godfrey. Room the Route. Lippin- 
Feb. 26, 1947. 327p. $3.00. 


understand this picture contemporary Russia drawn 
adjust oneself the author’s somewhat special technique. 
lames Ferguson, the central character, is, like the author, 
describes wartime Moscow from the first 
point view and through him come know 


sinister mood fear and violence the land behind 


~ 


the Iron Curtain. meet throng characters, diplo- 
mats and journalists from the foreign colony, innumerable 
Russians representing various reactions the omnipotent 
state and its despotic rulers. But the novel only partly 
the story Ferguson and his love for seventeen-year-old 
Vitalia. Most relates the third person the chaotic 
men and women who live tensely rooms along 
the route from the Kremlin the villas the Soviet 
Commissars. The author’s technique resembles that 
Dos Passos’ horizontal novels and Vicki Baum’s 
nethod Grand Hotel. result the book reads like 
moving for documentary film with 
romance superimposed for dramatic interest. Many 
will find Mr. Blunden’s procedure confusing. 


The predominant emotion the novel one fear and 


Every character touched this feeling, except 
the sly, earthy peasant Mitka who has inherited 
his forefathers the cunning necessary for survival. 
Mary Anderson, the American girl married com- 
nunist who fell out favor, lives without hope either for 
her two children. She finally betrays her 
tiends the secret police secure her childrens’ future. 


old Bolshevik Rachel Semyonovna, her and 


son Karl, are sincere communists who regard the pres- 
regime caricature Leninism. What happens 


them the reader can readily imagine. Madame Vdonova, 
the language teacher, who blistered remnant Czarist 
society, Gregor Sokur, the NKVD agent, General Yako- 
sovsky who survived the purge the Red Army and re- 
mained equally contemptuous the commissars and the 
bourgeois, Kopchick and Malov, men who have sold soul 
and body their party, are pitilessly revealed. Their in- 
dividual stories, meshed with the lives countless mil- 
lions, extort profound sympathy from the reader. Mr. 
Blunden does not deal directly with politics and not all 
with morality. interested solely making his 
readers see, feel and touch the Russian reality. Perhaps 
this very absence moral sense which makes his book 
cultural axe grind, apparently impervious vulgarity 
and indecency, the author nevertheless repelled the 
Russian thing. 


The best parts the book concern the effect despotism 
the human personality. The various characters are 
seen their overcrowded homes and workshops, offices 
and battlefields. Reduced suffering and spiritual attri- 
tion the level cannibals, they can hardly understand 
much less believe the basic human necessities for free- 
dom and friendship. western standards they are irre- 
sponsible, partly maddened agents secret state. While 
Mr. Blunden makes this very plain indeed, has 
explanation for the power the Soviet 
simply exists, vast, hidden inexplicable force. For 
fuller explanation the Bolshevist mystique one must 
still Arthur Koestler’s Darkness Noon. 


Room the Route has limited value for students 
Russian psychology who not object documentary 
report the form fiction. Its appeal literature 
nullified the author’s lack spiritual insight, the 
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generally depressing tone and the sordidness several 
incidents. 
Francis Connolly, 
New York City 


Bruff, Nancy. Cider from Eden. Dutton. 
1947. $2.75. 


This novel centers around neurotic woman feeble 
intelligence who wanders off one evening search 
thrills. She boards ship bound for Latin America and 
leaves her husband, three growing sons, and host 
relatives. After life many loves many lands, drink 
sodden and mentally deranged, she dies lonely death— 
and, God help us, she portrayed with sympathy and 
admiration. lust for “life” represented heroic. 
Though the mother never returns her home, she marks 
indelibly the lives her sons. Each them intended 
representation some one facet her character; but 
the lines are blurred and the drawing pathetically 
unsure. 


Mar. 11, 


This book fits into that menacingly large number recent 
volumes whose aim seems project the abnormal 
into the lives all until becomes normality itself. 
continually focusing attention the worst and rarest 
aspects human psychology, the prophets this un- 
natural naturalism would reduce the human race 
common level bestiality and brand hypocrites all 
those whose lives are not exclusively concerned with sex. 
Having entered the field the second-rate novel, Freud 
now discovered years after his vogue has 
ended among the psychiatrists. the inevitable slight 
exception, every character this novel neurotic. Men 
gnash their teeth when word truth uttered and the 
atmosphere always impossibly electric. The book 
saddening, not only because utterly indecent but also 
because redolent disease which may well spread. 
The atmosphere really more pathological than immoral. 
Yet all these neurotics are men free will, and all the 
behavioristic undertones the book leave that basic truth 
magnificently untouched. unfortunate that this vol- 
ume, morally unclean and culturally worthless, 
forced the attention the public; but thus will ever 
with “daring” books highly publicized authors. 


William Hill, S.J., 


University Scranton 


Hesse, Hermann. Steppenwolf. Trans. Basil Creigh- 
ton. Holt. 1929. Reissue Mar. 1947. Nobel Prize 
Winner 1946. 309p. $2.75. 


First published German 1927, and the English 
translation 1929, Steppenwolf received the Nobel Prize 
for Literature 1946. This late recognition and the 
present reissue the book rests the presumption that 
the book has some meaning for this postwar era did 
the aftermath the first world war. The book por- 
trays state mind, not that individual, but that 
class, the intellectuals whose ideals beauty, ex- 
pression, civilization, were irreconcilable with the mad- 
ness the war and the worse madness the postwar 
whirl. 

Harry Haller type. scholar, artist, intellectual, 
cannot fit himself into the bourgeois contentment the 
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ordinary person, yet all that has held value 
has been proven worthless and empty. His own civiliza. 
tion has become alien him, and much stranger 
his world would any savage. feels himself 
half wolf, half man, torn between animal desires and 
spiritual values, unable dedicate himself the pursuit 
either. His lost soul, damned futility, damned 
live, and, the weird climax the story has it, 


This story the suicide the mind. his lonely 
nocturnal wanderings about the city, the verge mad- 
ness, Harry finds himself one night the Black Eagle, 
the company strange but sympathetic young woman, 
Hermine. Through her drawn into whirl 
ure-seeking, sensuality. taught through 
through Marie, another dancer, through Pablo, corrupt 
musician, live without trying find meaning either 
life action. His drunken reveries conjure his idols, 
Goethe and Mozart, and they laugh his seriousness, his 
terrible preoccupations with purpose and meaning. One 
known man, until able lose himself and 
laugh. Always there one condition that prefaces his 
enjoyment, that abandon his mind. 


there any meaning beneath the novel that life 
has meaning. Harry’s great mistake that, from the 
beginning, has failed recognize the madness hu- 
man existence. his insensate dreams the immortals 
reveal him that seriousness the effect making time 
too important; eternity above time, but moment 
long enough for joke. Undoubtedly the story has 
background reality, reflects the despair generation 
that was recovering from one catastrophe felt certain 
that another like catastrophe was imminent. Probably 
reflects some the dissipations which that generation 
indulged its effort forget the past and blot out the 
future. almost impossible distinguish the story 
between what intended conscious release and 
what the product the drink-ridden mind Harry. 
Certainly the last whirl madness the wandering 
mind that has abandoned itself insanity. The book 
not recommended any class readers. 

Charles Denecke, 

Woodstock College, 

Woodstock, Maryland 


Gannon, Robert I., After Black Coffee. Declan 
McMullen. Mar. 17, 1947. 184p. $2.00. 


The after-dinner speech is, perhaps, the most difficult 
the rhetorical species compose. much more 
circumscribed, for instance, than deliberative sacred 
oratory its absolute sine qua non need for brevity, for 
persuasion without harangue, for truth cutting clear 
through the relaxed smoke the after-dinner cigar. Here, 
too, may lie the reason why few them have ever 
been preserved published for us. 


After Black Coffee has long needed 
Father Gannon’s twenty-one addresses divided into those 
“To Business Men”, “To Professional Men”, “To Irish 
Men”, “To “To Fellow constitute 
topical variety that runs from the Friendly Sons St. 
Patrick the secret and power the Jesuits, from Ford- 
ham Pan Americanism Poland, from Labor relations 
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and the Bar China and the Chamber Commerce. 
And they make pleasant two time 
after black with happy references George 
King Ireland “among other public 
servants shufflling off the scene with attack “acute 
indiscretion”, certain one way loans that are “paid 
off the mere passage time”. 


Here wit flashes but only illuminate truth. Let not the 
reader blinded the brilliance that wit nor de- 
ceived the ease with which the truth made plain. 
Here persiflage, that curse dinner table talk, but 
rather coruscating change emphasis basic, rock- 
bottom ethical fact. The talk the Real Estate Board 
develops from the natural law, man’s inalienable right 
private property; that the Bar Association derives from 
the absolute norm morality; for the Pan American So- 
ciety the metaphysical meaning “equality”; for the 
Massachusetts Conference Jews and Christians the 
understanding tolerance and charity based the 
end man, and through the eulogies 
the Hedgemaster and the Women Ireland, Christian 
humanism and the awful dignity the family. 


there any one word that applies universally these 
oratorical cameos that word Everything 
said strikes directly the point, uncluttered super- 
verbiage. Each introduction contacts the audience 
with its opening lines and the contact increases propor- 
tionately with every line right through the last the 
peroration. Such writing could well serve model 
the student rhetoric, and more boon the pro- 
fessional business man who also speechmaker. 


After Black Coffee lacks only the one thing that 
printed speech can ever supply—the inflection 
the speaker. is, however, complete success 
its own field worthy rated with the pulpit oratory 
Monsignor Sheehan the political oratory Winston 
Churchill and Franklin Roosevelt. 

Victor Yanitelli, S.J., Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Abelson, Ann. Angels’ Metal. 
Feb. 27, 1947. 249p. $2.50. 


Many years ago, Robert Hillyer writing new aspects 
commented the dangers inherent the 
biographer must observe. “Suppose,” 
aid, “that (the writer’s) conception the personality 
distorted. The temptation will strong make very 
misleading selection with Nero illus- 
tration, showed how easily picture 
kindly spirit striving vain against the harshness his 
destiny might made from that stereotype for cruelty 
and evil. The converse possible also: possible 
paint very black picture what fine and good. 


Harcourt, Brace. 


Hence the interest with which one reads Ann Abelson’s 
novel Catholics and Catholic education. un- 
sureness she puts her finger weak spots, twisting 
which are sound themselves into weaknesses, 
and translating spiritual condition and causes into patho- 
maudlin, emotional reactions. Her approach 
entire good humor, sense humor that outruns 
taidness and conventions, that hearty, slangy and 
young modern with keen sense the ridiculous 
and respect for tradition. This seems good front 
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for profound disillusionment well, since all her 
characters she can find good words for only two, and for 
those two only half the time. The character she appar- 
ently likes best and kills off before the story reaches mid- 
point the most devastating iconoclast them all, and 
the same time the most insecure, pitiful and honest 
according her lights. 


two parts, the first, “Pax Romana”, far more con- 
vincing than the second, “An Obscure Wood”. One 
guesses that the first based the writer’s own experi- 
ence some Catholic women’s college similar the 
Dominican College St. Mary Regina. Catholic her- 
self (surely Catholic would put the Feast the Im- 
maculate Conception the spring the year, trans- 
late O.P. Order Priests, imagine that alumna 
married justice the peace divorced man would 
ever invited back lecture her successful career), 
she reports the queer inconsistencies observed between 
belief and practice, between dogma and superstition, be- 
tween intelligent thinking and sweeping generalization, 
between education and note-taking. 


run many the old charges, course, like the 
fact that though the sisters from the Midwest thought 
St. Mary’s beautiful, “their hearts cried out the night 
for home”. There was Sr. Ursula who shrieked like 
fishwife and who had her hates, “untidiness, lip rouge, 
surprises, non-Catholics”. There was Father Quigley, 
O.P., opinionated and arrogant, lushly oratorical, slippery 
and loose argument, dogmatic and superficial preju- 
dice. And there was the scandal about the Virgin Mary, 
the girls’ annual choice for May Queen which the sisters 
quietly steamrollered into their choice from well-to-do 
family which could make the college handsome present 
return for their daughter’s honor. Only, this year the 
sisters’ choice proved pregnant and had hur- 
riedly withdrawn and quickly married. Which brought 
forth ribald comment from Nancy about the Immaculate 
Conception. 

Nevertheless, the author warns the beginning her 
story: “The important thing, course, about the College 
St. Mary Regina that endured, and those who railed 
did not Individually they vanished like pebbles 
flung into the deep, amorphous sea. They flapped their 
wings and stood for nothing. can follow their story 
little way and little while, till one one they are lost 
sight and forgotten. But St. Mary Regina has remained, 
all it, militant and enduring And perhaps not 
victory which matters, nor truth, but the bald fact 
survival Survival that which is. may mis- 
taken wrong; often is. Helen and the others learned 
that perhaps didn’t matter. perhaps they didn’t 
even learn that.” 


The passage characteristic the whole book, particu- 
larly its crytpic cynicism and wordy obscurity. 


Ostensibly, the book the life story Helen Bianchi, 
second generation Italian who aspired matriculation 
St. Mary’s and whose life fell into two parts, her St. Mary’s 
days and all the other years. During her four college 
years which she paid for helping Sr. Ursula the 
kitchen and working summers anything she could 
find do, Helen became the confidante Nancy Ross, 
the dynamic, irreverent schoolnurse who was the cousin 
Fr. Peter Ross, O.P., and Sr. Renate, O.P., nee Sally 
Ross. (It never apparent the reader why Nancy and 


a 
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Helen should have been friends, but the author claimed 
they were and she should know.) The College had been 
established the old Ross home after Fr. Ross “turned”. 
The gym-chapel-auditorium was the old Ross stable where 
Nancy had her office and where Dr. Charlie Marvin gave 
his physical examinations. this office, Dr. Marvin, 
Nancy and Harvey Bryce, part-time teacher, and Helen 
met frequently, the first three for flippant conversation, 
and Helen for thrilled, tongue-tied silence. Here the too- 
frequent claim that the 13th was the most glorious 
centuries was parodied, here classroom pronouncement 
Catholic attitude toward birth control, Franco and Spain, 
Columbia University and John Dewey, child labor, mental 
hygiene and social work met the scorn they deserved from 
the young people. And here, after Nancy’s death, Helen 
was seduced Dr. Marvin, vice versa depending 
the point view. 


After graduation, Helen took job and apartment 
nearby town and shortly after was able persuade Dr. 
Marvin, now divorced and still love with the dead 
Nancy, marry her. Even before World War sucked 
him into its ranks, Helen had begun cheat with Matt 
Cronan, Irish primitive much more nearly her own 
emotional and cultural plane than was Charlie Marvin. 
When her husband was blinded service, deserted 
him after shocking scene and took the train for 
fornia where Cronan was safely marking time until the 
war should over. From California she sent back 
contribution for the new chapel St. Mary’s but word 
her abandoned husband. 


Title for the novel comes from Dryden’s Absalom and 
Achitophel: 
“The ambitious youth, too covetous fame, 
Too full angels’ metal his frame, 
was led from virtue’s ways.” 


Unwarily, the author has been led beyond her depths. 
What she has seen, experienced and partly understood, 
she reports with some credulity. But the characters 
Helen and Charlie the second part the book come 
surprise after Part Certainly the ambition implied 
the title was none Marvin’s. imputed Helen, 
misnomer, spite the statement page 229 
that her fondest daydream was power. The marriage 
she deliberately broke follow man only casually 
interested her, and the promising job she tossed over 
soon became difficult, the limited horizon and the 
short-sighted aspirations not spell ambition for power. 
Instead, they seem indicate only that the author’s 
imagination not acute her observation, and that 
neither completely wholly accurate the scenes 


they describe. 
Helen Butler, 
Marywod College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


McLaverty, Michael. This Thy Day. Macmillan. 
Mar. 1947. 213p. $2.50. 


Against the background rural Ireland the sea 
County Down Michael McLaverty tells the story how 
Ned Mason failed break down his Mother’s prejudice 
against his sweetheart the lonely dark haired Mary Devlin. 
This artistic recreation life the farms along the 
sea road, and presents two families, that Luke Devlin 
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who has little besides common sense, shifty son, and 
three charming daughters; and that the recently 
widowed Mrs. Mason who has fine son Ned, some color. 
less daughters, property, money, and countless worries 
which the most prepossessing that getting rich wife 
for Ned. simple narrative fateful year their 
lives, introduces the reader their joys and their sorrows, 
their work and their play, their town character, chimney 
sweep called the Curate, and the kindly parish priest 
Father Tonner. interesting quiet tale that catches the 
poetry life Ireland the sea. 

Aloysius Miller, S.J., 

University Scranton 


Arnold, Elliott. Blood Brother. 
1947. 558p. $3.00. 


The story this rather long novel the Apache wars 
1856-1872, when American expansion the southwest 
drove the proud and brave Indians out their homeland 
what now Arizona and New Mexico, and ended 
impounding them the reservations. Even one who 
not devotee the “western story” likely find this 
one exceptionally well done, and combination what 
seems have been fairly adequate historical research with 
real writing ability. 


Duell. Feb. 21, 


The central characters the tale are Tom Jeffords, soldier- 
of-fortune and government agent for negotiating with the 
Indians; and the Apache leader, Cochise, perhaps ideal- 
ized combination all that are known have been the 
good qualities the Indian type its best—bravery, 
honesty and plain-speaking, tremendous devotion the 
welfare the tribe, and sincere desire find some 
common ground and way survival with the more power- 
ful white man. But Cochise can also demonstrate the 
legendary Indian qualities ruthlessness toward enemies 
and fondness for exquisite torture. The accord that 
exists between Jeffords and Cochise, the author rather con- 
vincingly presents what might have been the case 
American-Indian relations the period, the Govern- 
ment had made half attempt treat the earlier inhabi- 
tants the country human beings. But when the 
suspicious, uneducated, and greedy exploiters the south- 
west were given their way Washington, the white man’s 
word was shown mean nothing, and the Indians retali- 
ated the only way they knew—hence the massacres 
the period and the eventual American decision all but 
exterminate the Indian. 


Love interest provided Jefford’s rather matter-of-fact 
romance, extending over period several years, with 
Terry Weaver, whose father was killed Indian raid; 
and, unfortunately, Mr. Arnold felt necessary provide 
something more titillating the form Jefford’s love, 
culminating Indian marriage ceremony, for the 
Apache maid Sonseeahray—and the pages dealing 
with this episode that the author mars the book sadly 
adolescent preoccupation with details which add 
nothing the story and cheapen considerably what 
Arnold undoubtedly meant have been particularly 
effective romantic element. 


This forces one recommend for adults only what might 
well have been book that would appeal high-school- 
age boys and girls. There also unfortunate 
tion, whenever comparative reference made Chris 
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tianity and the pagan religion the Indians, that the 
equally worthy belief and reverence, and per- 
haps superior, securing higher degree faithfulness 
among its adherents and teaching more effectively the 
“brotherhood man”, which perhaps the main 
that Arnold wants his book teach. Another moral 
flaw pointed out that Jeffords least once kills 
man quarrel apparently for the sheer pleasure 
demonstrating his shooting skill, and physical prowess 
general too highly touted. 

Bernard Theall, 

St. Anselm’s Priory, 

Washington, 


Eyssen, Marguerite. Go-Devil. 
20, 1947. 314p. $2.50. 


During the latter years the 19th Century Drake struck 
oil Titusville northwestern Pennsylvania and trans- 
formed peaceful countryside into the bedlam which ac- 
companied that first oil boom later accompanied 
many others. Overnight the region was transformed from 
poverty-stricken country into land quick and easy 
wealth. Shrewd and wealthy timber operator Matt Dwyer 
beat the news buy the Bole farm for paltry fifteen 
hundred dollars. Sarah Bole who had thanked God for 
this providential occurrence because she wanted her 
eleven-year-old son Rand grow more cultured 
area, lost her mind when she heard the news. Thus the 
Boles were left poverty-stricken the midst wealth. 
John Bole, Sarah’s shiftless husband was burned death 
well fire and after several years Sarah also died leav- 
ing Rand orphan. 


Feb. 


Doubleday. 


Rand Bole grew manhood the environment oil- 
strikes, boom towns, sudden and excessive wealth, swind- 
ling, scheming, vulgarity, raw brutality and all the other 
phenomena which accompanied the early development 
natural resources America. For time Abby Sloan 
kept him from the oil trade and accumulated nest egg 
using the Bole farm eating place for oil men. 
Then Rand became teamster and that experience, to- 
with earlier ones, helped harden him into wise 
Strike 
after strike passed him but finally secured option 
land near Bradford just before the last and greatest 
Pennsylvania oil strike. Without the money exercise 
his option tried interest others but failed. Finally 
Molly Bannon, tavern maid but spotless for all that, 
who had just received legacy from Ireland, gave him the 
money and Lennon Oil came into being. 


Molly loved Rand and married her, though had 
for years after the pretty but selfish and malicious 
Petty Dwyer, and began pyramid the wealth finally 
had acquired. Lennon Oil, owned Molly’s name, be- 
came the rising giant the Bradford fields. Success 
every move Rand’s but his temper flared 
quickly when allusions the feminine ownership 
became current. asked Molly give him 
control but she, fearing his volatile and impetuous nature, 
Rand then turned Petty Dwyer and his life 
thereafter was divided between the two women—stead- 


jfast, loyal, helpful Molly and Petty, the selfish coquette. 


Molly did her best save him from Petty but little 
since she would not give him ownership Lennon 
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Oil. The figure Rockefeller began over-shadow the 
booming oil his control storage space, 
shipping facilities and refineries drove down the price 
oil and threatened the owner-producers with ruin. 
Rand escaped Rockefeller’s machinations several occa- 
sions and, spurning Rockefeller’s attempts bring him 
into Standard Oil, finally drew the producers together 
the building pipe line transport oil 
and thereby vitiate all Rockefeller’s monopolies. When 
Molly again refused give him control Lennon Oil 
Rand went Petty fit rage but, finally seeing her 
true nature, broke off the relationship return Molly, 
too late. She gave him Lennon Oil but not herself and 
all his success was futile. The story ends with Rand 
despair. 


This story the development the Pennsylvania oil 
fields, life and love earlier day fairly well done. 
The background material essentially accurate and in- 
teresting, the atmosphere seems genuine, the development 
and fate Rand Bole essentially true life. Some 
the dialogue and incidents however, are unnecessarily pro- 
fane, vulgar, suggestive immoral and, result, the 
book seems suitable for adult readers only. 


The Two Worlds Johnny Truro. 
Feb. 19, 1947. 372p. $2.75. 


This the account seventeen-year-old youth, 
mature physical development and great size (six-feet-three- 
inches), who like many his brothers straining for 
emotional stability and social adjustment, eager take 
his place world men while still tied social 
custom world that the war will 
end before has his chance the Japs (this 1945) 
feels marking time, denied all the activity his hot 
young blood calls for, and tries compensate join- 
ing the horseplay and jam sessions his crowd. 


Sklar, George. 
Little, Brown. 


not moral reluctance but fastidiousness that keeps 
him and his Jewish pal from taking part the unsavory 
attack willing young moron. when charming, 
thirty-one-year-old Helen Borden, living alone while her 
husband service, invites him her home, encourages 
and directs his painting efforts, and general meets him 
her own adult plane, there follows affair between 
them which blacks out all loyalties her husband and 
his family. 


Follows then curious, clandestine life her home, avoid- 
ing the neighbors and his family, which comes climax 
when, the two having gone off for week’s skiing “Mr. 
and Mrs. Hodges”, Helen’s accident leads discovery. 
Even though Johnny’s father comes for him and speaks 
his mind bluntly the older the pair, Johnny refuses 
give the strange new life which occupies his out-of- 
school hours, the same time that his schoolboy world 
with its basketball practice and coke sessions goes 
usual. Only when Helen’s husband killed plane 
accident after the war ends does she get courage and 
strength enough make decisive break and send him 
back his family and art school. 


The problem the author deals with very real one and 
one that many boys have faced. Nor there anything 
new different plot evolving boy’s attachment for 
older woman. the author’s presentation, rather, 
which prime importance here. 
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one accepts the theory that topics and phases life 
ordinarily taboo for the light novel are valid subjects for 
the social historian, then works like Black Boy The 
Folded Leaf are appreciated for the great human docu- 
ments they really are. But such works are distinguished 
deeply analytical development which goes beneath the 
surface and lays bare quivering nerve and bony structure. 
Mere use obscene words, however appropriate the 
character circumstance, mere use intimate detail 
however plausible the situation, cannot accomplish this 
itself. Nor does follow that because writer’s pur- 
pose completely honest and sincere, his end product 
completely successful. 


The Two Worlds Johnny Truro seems this reader 
well and capably written. George Sklar undoubtedly 
honest writer. His book, however, instead awaken- 
ing understanding and sympathy for the two people caught 
maze not their own devising, repels the mature 
reader its combined superficiality and sordidness, and 
would thoroughly unsuitable for the young reader. 
would help neither, probably, understand the frustra- 
tions and yearnings youth and the loneliness the 
thirties, either with without world war complicate 


private lives. 
Helen Butler, 
Marywod College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Johnston, Alva. The Case Erle Stanley Gardner. 
Morrow. Mar. 1947. 87p. $1.50. 


Mr. Johnston’s biographical essay about the length 
three-part New Yorker Profile, and somewhat the same 
vein, although posed suit the soberer taste Phila- 
delphia’s Saturday Evening Post, where originally ap- 
peared. This means that Mr. Johnston sacrifices some 
the etched-in-acid brilliance brought once upon time 
his period silhouette another outré lawyer, Samuel 
Leibowitz, Let Freedom Ring. (He retains enough, 
however, sustain his reputation one our sprightlier 
journalists.) also means that Gardner’s publishers are 
able look upon the resultant product friendly dos- 
sier, almost campaign biography, and publish it, replete 
with bibliography and photographs, sort gift-item 
for the many thousands Perry Mason fans who smoke 
their pipes nightly the signs the Bantam, the Tower 
slightly higher-priced tavern than the others), the 
Penguin, and the Kangaroo—or Wallaby? 


must confess enormously taken Mr. Johnston’s 
anthropology the most prodigious popular talent our 
day. Only France’s fabulous marquis, Alexandre Dumas, 
and England’s Scotland Yardsman, Edgar Wallace, have 
equalled his fertility invention. Balzac and Bennett 
alone, among fellow fictioneers, would have understood 
this phenomenon person; fact Bennett’s famous 
“card”, Denry Machin, almost his novelistic prototype. 
But there real danger pushing these parallels too 
far. run the risk minimizing Gardner’s essential 
American quality; and, from this latter point view, 
exaggeration remark that this Massachusetts 
prodigy translated California stands the direct line 
the prairie yarners and Twain’s Connecticut Yankee. 


Mr. Johnston wisely confines himself the purpler 
patches Gardner’s checker-quilt career, leaving others 
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Best SELLERs 


the question his literary merit, though does suggest, 
late page, ultimate Balzacian essence about his 
subject’s imagination. especially good when retail- 
ing anecdotes about Gardner’s early law practice, and 
shrewdly assigns much his popularity the “average 
American’s fondness for legal problems”. very true. 
are nation sidewalk superintendents and court- 
room spectators, even not share the Norman and 
Scottish passion for litigation. not want 
law with Jock Dawston Cleugh over the boundary stone 
known Charlies Chuckie, nor are eager retain 
Maitre Houlbreque the matter piece 
But wish, most avidly, sit jury, or, failing 
that, watch Perry Mason and Doug Selby sway those 
divine integers the body politic, the twelve good men 
and true, and hoodwink his and their natural foes, the 
district attorney’s staff rascally tipstaves and bailiffs. 


Mr. Johnston may not specialist the Gardner 
canon; one suspects isn’t. But knows enough about 
the popular appetite for this spinner yarns whose 
224,000 words one month out-Stakhanoved even An- 
thony Trollope the literary assembly line time 
sum all thus: 


There have been criticisms the effect that his work 
shows signs haste, but this irrelevant 
What Erle’s public wants from him not artistic 
finish, but productivity. The true Gardner fan wants 
more Gardner, not better Gardner. Their demand 
that brace and quit babying himself and turn 
out twelve novels year instead six. 

Charles Brady, 

Casisius College, 

Buffalo, New York 


Gardner, Erle Stanley. Two Clues. The Clue the 
Runaway Blonde. The Clue the Hungry Horse. 
Morrow. Feb. 19, 1947. 220p. $2.50. 


Two new things must noted connection with Gard- 
ner’s latest book. For one, the mystery publishers, keeping 
weather eye paper stocks, the inflation curve, and, 
with fingers crossed against consumer resistance, have 
upped the whodunit ante $2.50 which, little Aake 
would remark, much. For another, the invention 
still third sleuth gives the creator Perry Mason and 
Doug Selby chance try his hand the crime novella, 
which Rex Stout has also taken fling, and which 
Georges Simenon the current master. The novella 
tricky length. These specimens pass muster, 
despite the skill their plotting which, the first Clue, 
takes the form outdoor variation the Dickson 
Carr closed-room gambit. 


Sheriff Bill Eldon intuitive investigator the order, 
not the level of, Father Brown, Dr. Fortune, and 
Inspector Maigret. also belongs another tradition: 
the cinema cliché the slow-moving Scattergood Baines 
sort who chews his ruminative cud, but moves his 
prey the last with all the placid majesty Bull Durham 
even Jove himself disguised taurian. (No pun 
intended the expense ces bons messieurs, les flics 
americains.) The bucolic atmosphere even invests the 
classic Gardner pattern righteous detective versus 
structionist D.A., and are given shuffling dowser pitted 


against metropolitan criminologist, with all the versimili- 
historian 
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tude Tom Swift checkmating Andy Foger. Needless 
say the forked willow wand strikes pay dirt before the 
glittering lie detector. Or, should one say carries off the 
blueberry pie the country fairgrounds? this only 
muddling further already sadly mixed metaphor? 
know the scene supposed lower California; but 
the dialogue straight David Harum nonetheless. 


guess I’m city slicker heart; for Charlie Mc- 
Carthy and not Mortimer Snerd. I’m dadburned, I’m 
consarned like movie eclogues messin’ detect- 
Open the door, Richard, and bring out old Perry 
Mason. 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, 
Buffalo, New York 


People’s Book Club---March-April Selection 


Ferber, Edna. One Basket. Thirty-one short stories. 
Simon and Schuster. Feb. 14, 1947. $3.50. 


the beginning might say not Ferber enthusiast; 
her last few novels seemed more impressive for wordage 
and adventurous action than depth characterization 
attention background. Therefore, when One Basket 
arrived began with little interest which soon changed 
enjoyment, continuing undiminished the end 
rather long collection. these stories Miss Ferber dis- 
plays the same type deft analysis human nature 
characteristic Henry, often ending with denoue- 
ment once reminiscent her predecessor. examples 
“Gigolo” and “Blue Blood”. choice characters 
Miss Ferber again displays thoroughly democratic taste. 
Almost without exception the leading figures are those 
middle-class men and women, treated with understanding 
and sympathy. The problems are real: there are the 
widows and widowers who must adjust themselves 
living with their children; there the couple who separate 
(temporarily) because excessive annoyance with slight 
mannerisms, such the waggling elbow before 
drinking coffee; the dissatisfaction with city life the 
hardworking farmer; the refusal the domestic servant 
change her half-day suit the whim selfish 
daughter; the growth character middle-aged actress 
who sees her place taken her niece; the decline 
vitality the modern generation. Into most these 
stories the author brings the “small-town” background, 
even when the locale New York Chicago. You will 
find little the talk the “intelligentsia” description 
moneyed madness. the average person and the 
average city that interests the author more than the mega- 
lomania that attracts many other litterateurs. Some 
sight objection might made the story Christmas, 
Room the Inn”, the grounds implying that 
St. Joseph was the actual father Christ. Otherwise, 
believe that Miss Ferber’s stories deserve recommendation 
both moral and literary criteria for general reading. 


Morison, Samuel Eliot. Operations North African. 


Waters, October 1942-June 1943. Atlantic-Little, 
Brown. Feb. 18, 1947. 297p. $5.00. 


According Secretary the Navy James Forrestal sug- 
was made early 1942 former President Roose- 
velt Professor Samuel Eliot Morison Harvard. The 
historian recommended that history prepared the 
part played the Navy World War II, and volun- 
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teered his services. The first tangible result that sug- 
gestion the book being reviewed. Although the 
first volume the set appear, really Volume II. 
Volume when appears, will concerned with the 
battle the Atlantic, 1939-1943. Eventually planned 
there will from twelve fourteen volumes 
the set. 


Although Secretary Forrestal has stated that the work 
not official history the Navy, further states that 
Captain Morison had access the official documents. 
The author visited the various theaters action; was 
aided naval associates who visited areas not reached 
him. The British, Canadians, and Australians co-operated 
the production the work. Captured German ad- 
miralty records were also used. Action reports, inter- 
views, and many other sources information were util- 
ized. The result seems justify the effort expended upon 
although Morison admits that later investigations may 
reveal errors his book. primarily concerned with 
giving report the invasion Africa November 
1942. Some attention given the development the 
plans but Morison more concerned with the execution 
the plans than with the formation them. man 
used the sea, writes with assurance concerning naval 
matters. makes understandable the difficulty mov- 
ing the 102 ships across the Atlantic Africa. The ships 
were spread over area twenty thirty miles size. 
The details the actual landing are very clear; the maps 
furnished are decidedly helpful; the many photographs 
reproduced are well selected. offered times, 
but the author keeps mind the difficulty the moment. 
Very helpful explanatory footnotes are furnished. The 
language used not technical. quite likely that high 
school and college librarians will begin collecting the 
volumes that their sets may complete. 


Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, Chicago 


Walker, Mildred. The Quarry. 
Feb. 1947. 407p. $3.00. 


Here the history Vermont boy, the youngest 
Orville Converse’s three sons. Too young don the 
blue uniform while his brothers are fighting for the Union 
cause, Lyman remains home with his parents and 
Ezekiel (Easy) Williams, runaway slave the family 
harboring. Sorrow strikes the family when John, the 
oldest son, killed. Further disruption brought with 
the arrival Dan’s wife, Willie, actress from Virginia, 
who comes live with her in-laws. This rift closed, 
however, when Willie casts aside her southern prejudice 
and comes accept Easy the other members 
the family. 


Harcourt, Brace. 


When the war ends and Dan migrates the West with 
his wife Lyman sent college. But short-lived 
career. When Orville Converse learns his son’s debts 
and affair with cousin, Isabel, the youngster brought 
home and sent work the quarry. Isabel mar- 
ried one his college friends, (having refused his pro- 
posal because the close degree affinity), Lyman 
settles down operating the quarry after his father’s 
death. More affair convenience than love 
marries Louisa Hoobrook, who had been engaged his 
brother, John. For the next four years, Lyman’s life 
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that prominent townsman, businessman, and father. 
the meantime his correspondence with Isabel, whose 
husband has obtained divorce, carries their secret 
love affair. Finally, realizing the futility his life, 
seeks death the solution. But just about end 
his life the quarry Easy reaches his life-long friend. 
The story ends 1914 with Lyman reading telegram 
from his son, settled France, informing him that 
has enlisted the French army. 


sociological treatise The Quarry attempts show 
how the Vermont natives, who were eager accept 
Easy individual, begin shy away from the Negro 
community increases size. Only Lyman retains 
his former attitude. But the entire development too 
vacuous, too lacking conviction. Lyman weak, 
spineless, cowardly individual. His whole adult life 
life love for one woman while married another. 


The Quarry dull reading. over developed, monoto- 
nously drawn out, and needlessly burdened with char- 
acters and incidental themes. There one incident 
objectionable language (p. 110) and irrelevant remark 
about Isabel attending Catholic Church Paris (p. 
282). general The Quarry mediocre reading for 
mature adults. 

Francis 

Manhattan College, 

New York City 


* 


Irish, William. Waltz Into 
Feb. 1947. 310p. $2.75. 


Previously recognized for his mystery stories William Irish 
finds characteristic expression for his talent first novel, 
Waltz Into Darkness. Taking the time-worn theme 
wretched weakling whose romantic desire leads him 
doom the hands depraved, beautiful woman, 
threads the dolorous relationship these two people with 
minor strain mystery. 


the river boat reached its New Orleans pier May 
20, 1880, thirty-seven year old Louis Durand anxiously 
scanned its passengers for unattractive matron several 
vears his senior. least that was the logical course 
follow according the photograph his intended bride 
whose acquaintance had made through The Friendly 
Correspondence Society St. Louis. But the only Julia 
Russell board was gorgeous girl her early twenties. 
Louis readily accepted her explanation that youthful 
frivolity prompted her forward her aunt’s picture since 
himself was obliged reveal deception. was not 
poor clerk, his letters had represented him, but the 
owner coffee-import house. Twenty-four hours later 
the Durands settled down their new life with the doting 
husband zealously catering his wife’s every wish. One 
day when she naively referred money Louis immedi- 
ately opened joint bank account enabling her make 
withdrawals without his signature. The next day both 
she and his entire savings thirty thousand dollars had 
disappeared. 


From Julia’s sister and private investigator, Walter 
Downs, Durand learns that his wife had been im- 
poster. But what had happened the real Julia Russell? 
Continuing his mad search, Louis traces his wife Biloxi, 
Mississippi, determined kill her sight. Despite the 
compromising situation which she found Bonny 


Best 


Castle’s shrewdness does not fail her. Knowing her hus- 
band for the man she plays upon his sympathy and 
tells how she, orphan, had unwittingly become the 
dupe gambler who victimized innocent river travelers. 
one these trips was Julia Russell, garrulous old 
fool, who never ceased talking the wealthy man she 
was about wed. (It seems Julia had made her busi- 
ness investigate Louis’ financial standing beforehand.) 
was easy matter dispose Julia and have Bonny 
take her place. But, according Bonny, after her mar- 
riage she actually fell love with her husband and at- 
tempted sever relations with her former companion. 
prevent threatened revelation her past she fled and 
paid off the confederate with the money she had stolen. 
Subsequently the man supposed have been killed. 


Accepting Bonny’s story Louis flees with her escape the 
private investigator still seeking Julia’s murderer. When 
Downs discovers their hide-out and comes return Bonny 
the police killed Durand. Thereafter the lives 
the two fugitives becomes nightmarish flight from 
city city. Destitute funds, Louis returns New 
Orleans and sells his share the import business. With 
this money spent, Bonny prods her husband become 
cheating gambler. But his first attempt fails. longer 
able serve his- purpose, Louis comes his doom— 
poisoned Bonpy and her clandestine “Billy”. 
melodramatic fadeout with the police breaking into the 
room, Bonny kneels over the body her husband pro- 
fessing her love for him. 


There are moments intense suspense Waltz Into 
Darkness and flashes sharply drawn character analysis. 
But the over-all effect little too Hollywoodian. The 
reader comes away still pondering several unanswered 
questions. All this makes for suitable adult reading. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 


New York City 


Cahill, Holger. Look South the Polar 
court. Jan. 23, 1947. 554p. $3.00. 


Shanghai, the hot-spot the China coast, adapts itself 
naturally any tale trickery, and the author, who evi- 
dently knows the city well, makes full use its potenti- 
alities this long and involved novel China’s warring 
factions the days immediately preceding Pearl Harbor. 
The story builds itself around the search for missing 
American citizen, Lewis Teigne, who after career 
teaching Harvard and Chinese universities, has gone 
the better sense the word, retiring 
the quiet native village where could give himself 
entirely the study the art and literature the coun- 
try. There are three chief figures the search, Captain 
Farjohn, clever American Consular official who would 
like get his hands Teigne, and for his own safety get 
him berthed aboard the last ship leaving Shanghai for 
the homeland; Eric Ryall, young professor temporarily 
out work and love with Teigne’s daughter, Ailes, who 
devoting her time nursing work among the sick, 
wounded and refugees inland hospital; and Mak, 
big, silent Russian who sort trigger-man for Far- 
john, and whose dream get America some day. 
the development the plot, the author heavily em- 
broiders each scene with his own wide knowledge 


MaRCH 


esting 
life and 
nated 
made 
the Blu 
the boy: 


Americ: 
from 
father. 

author 
tryside 
with apy 
the 
Here the 
the 
the 
leader, 
account 
and 
which 
enemies 
them. 
covered 

though 
the 
the field 
This bool 
the 
are not 
picture 
Far East, 
the 


Peop 


Thane, 
1947. 


This the 
which 

Jest Selle 
ast gener: 
ounger 
Almost 

Oliv 
the 

the 


uM 
4 
a 
"| 
3 
+ 
| 


ELLERS 


and 
the 
old 
she 
hand.) 
Bonny 
and 
stolen. 
ed. 
ape the 
When 
Bonny 
lives 
from 
New 
With 
become 
longer 
nto the 


Into 
The 


ese, 


Har. 


itself 
evi- 
potenti- 
warring 
Harbor. 
missing 
areer 
gone 
tiring 
himself 
coun- 
Captain 
would 
afety get 
ghai for 
iles, who 
Mak, 
for Far- 
yme day. 
em- 
ledge 


Marcu 15, 1947 


Chinese life, art, poetry and language. There are inter- 
esting descriptions and comparisons Shanghai’s society 
life and its slums; the difficulties life city domi- 


nated ruthless Japanese military, and the efforts 


made half dozen groups Nationalists ranging from 
the Blue Chiang Kai-shek’s secret service men, through 
the boys the Green Gang the Reds Mao Tse Tung’s 
Communists, make life even more difficult. 


American Marines rescue Ailes, the daughter Teigne, 
from Japanese raid the hospital and bring her 
Shanghai, where she joins the others the search for her 
father. Having pretty well exhausted city life and art, the 
author then dips into his knowledge the Chinese coun- 
tryside having the search for Teigne take the party, 
with appropriate suspense and hair-breath escapes, through 


Japanese lines and into the country the guerillas. 


Here they receive mild indoctrination into the principles 
the “People’s Army”, and are made listen many 
the current arguments against the Kuomintang and its 
leader, Chiang Kai-shek. There follows interesting 
account forced marches away from the advancing 
enemy; the hardships soldiery the Chinese pattern, 
and full scale battle between the well equipped Japanese 
and their brave, but almost barehanded opponents, 
which the Chinese cleverly outwit their slower thinking 
enemies and escape from the trap which had been set for 
them. The book ends very somber note: dis- 
that Lewis Teigne had been murdered, and al- 
though the principals the story escape, they leave some 
the loyal companions the search behind them 
the field battle. 


This book can recommended for mature readers. Some 
the dialogue confusing since allusions are being made 
continuously Chinese classics with which Americans 
not familiar. But, the whole, interesting 
the struggle which has just concluded the 
East, and may help the reader understand little 
the undercurrents that are troubling the deep waters 
Chinese life today. 

James Smith, M.M., 

Maryknoll, New York 


People’s Book Club---Jan.-Feb. Selection 


Thane, Elswyth. The Light Heart. Duell. Feb. 12, 
341p. $2.75. 


This the fourth the series five Williamsburg novels 
which the previous title, Ever After, was reviewed 
Jest Sellers Jan. 15, 1946. continues with the same 
ast generally but adds half-dozen protagonists from the 
ounger generation whose love affairs become very mixed. 
Almost everyone marries the wrong person, e.g., Phoebe 
became engaged bookish Miles Day, traveled 
England where she fell love promptly with Oliver 
(also engaged), returned the States which 
Oliver had married his shrewish fiancée. Then, 
Phoebe marries Miles, who dies conveniently 
Oliver’s wife killed during the bombing London 
the first World War. This same War also con- 
eniently enables Phoebe’s friend Rosalind escape from 
unsuccessful marriage with German 


with the tale romantic entanglements are ac- 
coronations, balls, English country and town 
the highest social level, and the trials (not too suc- 
detailed) budding authoress. 


The German 


Thane Collins 


nation presented most unsympathetic fashion 
through spotlighting the warlords. 

The whole thing rather frothy, soporific rather than 
stimulating. Adults will find light. approving 
attitude toward extra-marital love affairs renders un- 
suitable for general reading. 


Collins, Norman. Dulcimer Street. Duell. Jan. 10, 
1947. 637p. $3.00. 


600-page novels are just one those occupational 
hazards that reviewers have face. However, Mr. Collins’ 
latest and largest (which appeared previously England 
London Belongs Me) turned out be, the whole, 
very enjoyable hazard. One one are introduced 
the dwellers No. Dulcimer Street over South 
London, and follow their fortunes from Christmas 1938 
when dear old Mr. Josser retired after forty-two years 
bookkeeper New Year’s Day 1941—blitz and all. 


There tribal Christmas the Jossers’ flat. Their 
young daughter Doris there (she has not yet met and 
married medical student named Bill), and their son Ted 
with his wife Cynthia, whom Mrs. Josser barely ap- 
proves. Cynthia had been usherette when Ted met 
her, and giggles continually. And there Baby. Baby 
fabulously destructive furniture. Also present Uncle 
Henry, authentic pest and bigot who (to the relief 
least one reader) dies subsequently pneumonia be- 
cause his own bullheadedness. grocer trade and 
reformer others nature, combines fanatical 
revolutionary spirit with capacity—amounting genius 
—for getting other people his leg work for him. 


Presiding over No. Dulcimer Street the landlady Mrs. 
Vizzard, miserly spiritualist whose chief interest, after 
dividends this life, voices from the seance 
conducted the medium Enrico Qaulito she recognizes 
none other than the Mr. Squales who had just 
engaged room her place Dulcimer 
Squales, who has vibrant voice, dark, mysterious and 
broke, Mrs. Vizzard falls love with him. seems 
that Mr. Squales man peace. asks life 
that should not disturb him, and all asks Mrs. 
Vizzard that she should support him, which she does. 
And she does with fervor that sometimes finds 
embarrassing. Mrs. Vizzard urges marriage, but Mr. 
Squales manfully insists that must first find job. This 
produces stalemate which agonizing her but quite 
all right with Mr. Squales. rests lot. 

Third floor front Mr. Puddy, nightwatchman pro- 
fession, and glutton, subsisting endless series 
snacks. Moreover suffers from adenoidal impedi- 
ment his speech which Mr. Collins exploits with 
phonetic accuracy that wholly delightful. When, for 
example, his birthday Mr. Puddy breaks can opener 
and thus misses meal, does not say: “What mishap. 
Fifty-nine and salmon.” says: “What bishap. 
Fifty-dide and sabbud.” Mr. Puddy has other troubles, 
too. 529 his arches fall. But survives be- 
come the unintentional hero warehouse fire during 


the blitz. 


Things would not have got all mixed hadn’t been 
for another lodger, young Percy Boon, who lives upstairs 
with his devout old mother. Percy, garage mechanic, 
dreams the day when the dough and can 
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marry real good looker who swell dresser. falls 
with bad company, commits murder, and arrested. 
Mr. Josser digs into his savings (he had hoped buy 
cottage the country) and hires lawyer but Percy 
convicted and sentenced hang. Poor Connie weeps 
buckets. She lives third floor back with Duke canary). 
She elderly and feckless cloak room attendant 
nightclub. Connie utilizes the excitement worm her 
way into the whole delicious affair, cadge cups tea 
from her neighbors and divert Mrs. Vizzard’s attention 
from her shaky status rent payer. Uncle Henry or- 
ganizes campaign wring clemency for Percy Boon 
from the ruling class, and the upshot all sensa- 
tional splash the papers about the killer-lover from 
Dulcimer Street which upsets the respectable Mrs. Viz- 
zard, reprieve for Percy, stroke for Mrs. Boon, and 
fatal case pneumonia for Uncle Henry with resultant 
legacy for Mrs. Josser (his sister) which enables the Jossers 
get their cottage the country after all and avoid the 
blitz. 
All the loose ends are tied and there are many other 
characters and incidents the books, chapters and 
637 pages that make this lengthy tale. Mr. Collins 
has that gift, indispensable novelist, for creating char- 
acters that live their own right. His story does not 
have the elaborate background Sadleir’s Forlorn Street 
the depth Howard Spring’s Fame the Spur, 
mention two other English period pieces comparable 
length. seeks only amuse, and this suc- 
cessful. There unrepentant but also unprovocative 
seduction (p. 262-3), ugly birth control episode (p. 
536), and series small yet irritating jibes religion 
(p. 37, 57, 86, 131, 230, 263, 315, 319, 368, 617-21). The 
first two points might justified reflecting the un- 
deniable paganism modern life, but the third objection 
—the series pinpricks—reflects only Mr. Collins’ unfor- 
tunate affinity with his own Uncle Henry, the village 
atheist and freethinker. Aside from this, the book 
highly recommended for light reading. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library, 

Washington 


Haycraft, Howard, Editor. The Art the Mystery 
Story. Collection Critical Essays. Simon and 
Schuster. 1946. ix, 545p. $5.00. 

This interesting and, its way, important volume. 
contains fifty-three essays, grouped under eight main 
headings: Mystery Matures: The Higher Criticism; The 
Rules the Game; Care and Feeding the Whodunit; 
The Lighter Side Crime; Critics’ Corner; Detective 
Fiction vs. Real Life; Putting Crime the Shelf; and 
Watchman, What the Night? some these head- 
ings themselves have air mystery, may ex- 
plained that the last refers the future the mystery 
and detective story, while the second last title includes 
three bibliographical articles. Since the type fiction 
discussed modern creation, least modern de- 
velopment, perhaps more worthy complete and 
serious investigation than are good many matters 
concern the student and historian literature. The 
essays this volume have something say about almost 
every aspect their subject. doing so, they give evi- 
dence how much has already been thought and said 
about it. The editor’s selections are good. many 
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them may said that they are better reading than most 
examples what they write about. 


Many the great, least famous, names the field 
mystery and detective fiction are found among the con- 
tributors. G.K. Chesterton, Dorothy Sayers, 
Hammett, Edmund Wilson, Willard Huntington Wright, 
Raymond Chandler, Erle Stanley Gardner, Msgr. Ronald 
Knox, Vincent Starrett, Anthony Boucher, Craig Rice, 
Austin Freeman, and Ellery Queen are among the 
authors found here. Perhaps the most important chapters 
are Dorothy Sayers’ introduction her first Omnibus 
Crime, Douglas Freeman’s “Masters Mystery”, 
Wright’s “The Great Detective Stories”, and James 
Sandoe’s “Readers’ Guide Crime”. This last 
elaborate and valuable bibliography which the prin- 
cipal writers, together with their principal representa- 
tive works, are listed. John Carter’s “Collecting Detective 
Fetion” also good. Among the critical articles Edmund 
Wilson’s Cares Who Killed Roger Ackroyd?” rep- 
resents the loyal opposition. The articles included under 
the heading “The Lighter Side Crime” will keep the 
less critical the less imaginative from taking their mys- 
teries too seriously. 


The mystery story and the detective story have changed 
since the days the giants or, perhaps one should say, 
since the days the pioneers. Whether they have 
changed for the better remains debatable question. Cer- 
tainly, most them are not well written. Certainly, too, 
when writers become too ambitious and too pretentious, 
the resultant works are likely weak mysteries and 
not very strong novels. The case can somewhat 
like that the low comedian who informed that 
artist and then proceeds spoil the gifts that nature 
gave him. The deadly effects too much introspection 
can also seen when academic rules are drawn for 
the writer follow. Doubtless mystery stories have their 
“rules” just all other forms art; but doubtless also 
genius can come along and produce masterpiece while 
breaking all the rules. 

John Ryan, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 


Edmonds, Sterling Struggle for Freedom. 
Feb. 13, 1947. 309p. $4.50. 

This is, me, incredible book with doubly incredible 
thesis. Briefly, the thesis this: Democracy undesirable; 
more, dangerous. The United States must either 
turn the “republican” form government set the 
Founding Fathers, will overtaken the other 
alternative absolutism. The system checks and bal- 
ances devised the Constitution-makers has been over- 
thrown and, more and more, power has been given directly 
into the hands the people. Majorities soon may ruth- 
lessly rule; minorities, perforce, must supinely submit. 
Man has much his liberty. threatened 
with the loss all This seems fair 
ment Dr. Edmonds’ And incredible. 

The first one-third Strugle for Freedom concerned 
with the growth liberty England, against the efforts 
kings and princes stifle it; and then with the swinging 
the pendulum the other way until the House Com- 
mons became absolute and uncontrolled its power. 
Today, says Dr. Edmonds, “No British court can declare 
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any act Parliament void; the most tyrannous act 
wholly within its power adopt”. 


The remainder the book traces the same kind evolu- 
tion the United States. Starting from the premise 
the Federal Republic say, 1800, the ultimate gov- 
ernmental perfection, Dr. Edmonds seeks show that 
many the Constitutional freedoms the American 
citizen have been destroyed. “We are purposeless society 
drifting toward unseen cataclysm”, says. 


And, believe not, evidence our loss freedom 
steps the process, cites the popular vote for the 
Presidency, direct election Senators, the Sixteenth 
Amendment permitting the national government tax 
incomes; and, implication least, the Nineteenth 
Amendment, permitting women vote. 


attacks the creation the Federal Children’s Bureau 
the “first fruit” social workers bring about the 
the United States. believes the pro- 
gressive graduated tax “is unequal and discriminatory tax- 
ation”. seems frown upon the use public money 
for the uplifting the ill-fed, ill-housed, and ill-clothed 
well for pensions for mothers and children, and 
public works and relief for the unemployed. The mini- 
mum wage provisions, social security, participation 
labor-management relations, all these are concern 
the national government, Supreme Court decisions the 
contrary notwithstanding. quotes with implicit. ap- 
proval Justice Sutherland’s infamous sentence the case 
Adkins vs. Children’s Hospital: “In principle there can 
difference between the case selling labor and the 
case selling goods”. Similarly, cites Colonel Mason 
the Constitutional Convention the effect that “it 
would unnatural refer the choice proper 
character for Chief Magistrate the people, would 

But the quotation end all quotations from this incredible 
book the following: “In recent years have frequently 
heard the epithet ‘rubber stamp’ applied Congress, but 
democracy all its agents are necessarily such; the 
deliberative principle has disappeared before the imperi- 
ousness the democratic sovereign. Democracy has 
been aptly termed ‘inverted monarchy’, the king and the 
majority having merely changed places. fact mon- 
archies, autocracies, oligarchies, aristocracies, and democ- 
are fundamentally identical systems, with mere 
variation the numbers who wield uncontrolled power, 
sovereignty. But the only instances history which 
ademocracy has ever produced condition social order, 
with the semblance justice, have been those paradoxical 
ones which ceased exist, surrendering its supreme 
power into the hands single autocrat. 

“This was Athens under the long rule Pericles; 
Rome, when Augustus, the lex regia, received the 
supreme power from the people and inaugurated the em- 
pire; France, when the revolutionary democracy made 
Napoleon emperor; and very recently Germany, when 
the Social Democrats conferred upon Adolf Hitler the ab- 
and unquestioned sovereignty his own person.” 
Hitler produced condition social order, with the 
justice! 

Perhaps, feel strongly about this book have 
the New Deal much Dr. Edmonds ap- 
parently resented it; because feel that, from heing 
nails the coffin liberty, the popular vote for 


the Presi- 
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dent and for Senators, the income tax based upon pro- 
gressive graduation, the minimum wage and Social Secur- 
ity legislation (which effective had national 
rather than statewide), are bulwarks human liberty; 
and because dislike hearing the words Washington 
and Jefferson and Madison, who were speaking the 
people their own time about conditions which they 
could see first hand, regarded sacrosanct the 
Gospel St. John. 


The book has been carefully written one who obviously 
was careful student the law; one who loved the 
law, perhaps too much; and one who, unfortunately, 
possessed Father says the Preface strictly 


legal mind”. 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Lauterbach, Richard Through Russia’s Back Door. 
Harper. Feb. 1947, xiv, 239p. $2.75. 


This volume narrates the experiences correspondent 
who traveled through Siberia Moscow, order take 
pictures the Soviet Union. addition, contains 
number photographs life the U.S.S.R. The pic- 
tures are excellent. The narrative, the whole, frank 
and realistic. The author notes the seamy well the 
favorable aspects Soviet life, although generally tending 
toward benevolent appraisal events. 


The relative objectivity the study marred the con- 
cluding section “The Dwindling Peace”. this section 
the author follows the now discredited appeasement line. 
Apparently American suspicions Soviet intentions are 
based purely upon prejudice, whereas Soviet suspicions 
are logical the light our “imperialistic” policies. 
hardly seems necessary 1947 note the fallacies 
such approach. Unfortunately, such attitude 
the author inevitably casts doubt upon his entire treat- 
ment. result, the reviewer would reluctant 


recommend the book. 
Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 
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Note: After the reference page and date there given 
numerical symbol indicating the moral classification 
the book. These are the groups which the symbols refer: 
Suitable for General Reading. 

II. Suitable for Adults Only Because of: 

Content and Style Too Advanced for Ado- 

lescents. 
Immoral Language Incidents Which 
Not Invalidate the Book Whole. 
Unsuitable for General Reading But Permissible 
for Discriminating Adults. 
IV. Not Recommended Any Class Reader. 
Abelson, Angels’ Metal, 205. Mar. 15, 1947. 
Aldington, The Romance Casanova, 59. June 
15, 1946. 
Aleichem, The Old Country, 149. Dec. 1946. Ila 
The Flight and the Song, 56. June 15, 
The Angelic Avengers, 160. Jan. 1947. 


| 
| 
| 


214 


Angle, The Lincoln Reader, 185. Feb. 15, 1947. 
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Van Water, Lake Champlain and Lake George, 
163. Jan. 1947. 


Vann, The Divine Pity, 47. June 1946. 
Van Paassen, Earth Could Fair, 31. May 15, 
Jan. 


Wagenknecht, When Was Child, 162. 
1947. IIb 

The Hucksters, 37. June 1946. 

Walker, The Quarry, Mar. 15, 1947. 

Walsh, Dante Alighieri, 151. Dec. 15, 1946. 

Ward, The Snake Pit, Apr. 15, Ila 

Warren, All the King’s Men, 108. Oct. 1946. 

Waugh, Edmund Campion, 78. Aug. 1946. 

Waugh, When the Going Was Good, 189. Feb. 15, 
1947. Ila 

Weidenreich, Apes, Giants and Man, 91. 
1946. Ila 

Weidman, Too Early Tell, 154. Dec. 15, 1946. 

Welles, Where Are Heading?, 135. Nov. 15, 
1946. 

Wellman, The Walls Jericho, 177. Feb. 1947. IIb 

Welty, Delta Wedding, 61. June 15, 1946. Ila 

Werfel, Star the Unborn, Apr. 1946. 

Westcott, The Border Lord, 124. Nov. 1946. IIb 

Weston, The Dark Wood, 94. Sept. 15, 1946. 

Weston, The Hidden Portal, 80. Aug. 1946. 

White, Mistress Masham’s Repose, 113. Oct. 15, 
1946. 

Thunder Out China, 129. Nov. 15, 1946. 

Whom Thou Seekest, 13. Apr. 15, 1946. Ila 

Wilder, Hurry and Wait, Apr. 1946. IIb 

Wilson, The Herdsman, 123. Nov. 1946. Ila 

Wilson, Memoirs Hecate County, 67. July 
1946. 

Wilson, Pikes Peek Bust, 117. Oct. 15, 1946. 

Wilson, The Panic-Stricken, 49. June 1946. 

Wise, The Light Stars, 79. Aug. 1946. 


Woodgate, The Abbe Edgeworth (1745-1807), 153. 
Dec. 15, 1946. 

Wright, Father Who Earth, Apr. 15, 
1946. 


Sept. 


Zern, Hell With Hunting, 149. Dec. 1946. IIb 
Ziff, The Rape Palestine, 167. Jan. 1947. Ila 
Ziff, Two Worlds, 77. Aug. 


von Tempski, Aloha! the Story One Who Was 

Thane, The Light Heart, 211. Mar. 15, 1947. IIb 

Thayer, Religion Public Education, 190. Feb. 
15, 1947. 


1946. Ila The Great Retreat, 24. May 1946. Ila 


Timasheff, Three Worlds, 134. Nov. 15, 1946. Ila 
946. Ila Thompson, American Daughter, 31. May 15, 

1946. 


have available complete, unbound sets 
Volume $2.50 each. Complete, unbound 


sets Volume are also available $2.50 each. 
All issues Volume are still stock 
cents each. 
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VOLUME THREE 


PUBLISHED JULY 1946 


these modern times pamphlets have assumed increasing importance teaching 
and apologetics. The three volumes The Index American Catholic Pam- 
phlets supply invaluable aid the location over 3,000 titles. Arranged 
classified form The Index gives author, title, publisher, date publication, pagina- 
tion and price. This sample main entry from Volume Two (1942): 


95. Mass 
PARSCH, PIUS. Study the Mass. Tr. and pre- 
pared for discussion groups the Rev. William 


Busch. Liturgical Press, 1941. 118p. 25c. 
thorough yet popular explanation the Mass 
whole, historically and present, followed detailed 
treatment each part. This the author’s own synopsis 
his larger work, The liturgy the Mass (Herder). 
Popular liturgical library, series no. 


alphabetical index authors, subjects, titles, series and cross references pro- 
vides easy approach the classified section. This sample reproduces brief 
portion the alphabetical index Volume Two: 


Devotional exercises. See: Litanies; Novenas; 
Prayers; also, names particular devotions, e.g., 
Rosary, Way the Cross; and also, names 
particular persons, e.g., Mary, Blessed Virgin; 
Jude, St., etc. 

Englert. Eastern Catholics, 

Equality women. Hawks, 167 

Erring, devotion for conversion of, 

Eternal heroines. N.C.C.W., 205 

Ethics. See: Conduct Life; Medical Ethics; 
Newspaper Ethics; Sexual Ethics 


EUCHARIST. Main entry, 
Martin. Stations the Cross, 
Wallace. Honey from the rock, 
See also: Benediction the Blessed Sacrament; Com- 
Holy Hour; Mass; Peter Julian Eymard, 
Pius 


separate section devoted pamphlets written for children. 


SCHEDULE PRICES 


The Index American Catholic Pamphlets, (1937) 
The Index American Catholic Pamphlets, (1942) 
The Index American Catholic Pamphlets, 


Note: The three volume set price $2.75. 


Orders sent with remittance will sent postpaid 
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